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MINUTES	
	 JACKSON	COUNTY	ZONING	&	LAND	INFORMATION	COMMITTEE	

November	20,	2017	
	

November	20,	2017:	 Committee	Site	Visits,	Committee	Meeting	and	Public	
Hearings	

Meeting	called	to	order	at	8:00	a.m.	by	Chairman	John	Chrest,	the	Site	Visits	followed.			
Committee	members	in	attendance	are	John	Chrest,	Norm	Stoker,	Hoyt	Strandberg,	and	Alton	
Staff.		Others	present	were	Ethan	Remus,	County	Surveyor;	April	Schoolcraft,	GIS	Specialist;	
Terry	Schmidt,	Zoning	Administrator;	and	Beth	Storlie,	Administrative	Assistant.			
	
A	Motion	by	Alton	Staff,	to	approve	the	minutes	of	October	16,	2017,	seconded	by	Hoyt	
Strandberg.		Motion	carried.			
	
A	Motion	by	Norm	Stoker,	to	approve	the	vouchers	for	payment,	seconded	by	Alton	
Staff.		Motion	carried.	
	
	
CONSIDERATION	OF	THE	INTERNAL	ADVERTISING	OF	THE	REAL	PROPERTY	LISTER/GIS	
SPECIALIST	AND	GIS	COORDINATOR/911	COORDINATOR:	

 Diane	Peterson,	Personnel	Director,	and	Ethan	Remus,	County	Surveyor,	have	been	
discussing	the	two	qualified	current	employees	on	staff	for	the	two	newly	created	
positions.		She	explained	to	the	committee	that	she	is	very	comfortable	with	
advertising	the	vacancies	internally	only	as	each	individual	meets	all	required	
standards	and	have	a	proven	work	experience.		She	added	that	it	is	up	the	discretion	of	
the	committee	if	they	are	in	favor	of	internal	candidates	only.				
	

A	Motion	by	Alton	Staff,	to	approve	the	internal	advertising	of	the	Real	Property	
Lister/GIS	Specialist	as	presented,	seconded	by	Norm	Stoker.		Motion	carried	
unanimously.	
	
A	Motion	by	Alton	Staff,	to	approve	the	internal	advertising	of	the	GIS	Coordinator/911	
Coordinator	as	presented,	seconded	by	Norm	Stoker.		Motion	carried	unanimously.	
	
	
SURVEYOR’S	REPORT,	see	report:	

 The	re‐monumentation	project	in	the	Town	of	Curran	has	been	put	on	hold	lately	due	to	
other	projects,	of	higher	importance	to	the	county,	coming	to	the	forefront.	

	
 I’ve	spent	a	lot	of	time	working	in	Komensky	on	a	survey	for	the	Forestry	department.	

Breaking	down	interior	‘40’	lines	so	that	cut	boundaries	can	be	marked	for	an	upcoming	
timber	sale	along	private	property.	

	
 I	have	been	asked	by	the	Clerk’s	office	to	provide	all	the	survey	work	for	the	proposed	

animal	shelter	site.	Once	I’m	done	with	the	Komensky	survey,	this	will	be	top	priority	for	
me.	
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 The	Land	Information	Council	approved	our	2018	WLIP	Grant	Application	at	their	

meeting	on	October	18th.	I	have	submitted	this	to	the	DOA	for	review/approval.	I	have	yet	
to	receive	a	response	from	them.	

	
 We	received	a	check	for	the	last	½	of	the	Strategic	Initiative	Grant	($25,000)	on	October	

18th.	This	closes	out	the	2017	WLIP	grants.	(All	payments	have	been	received)	
	

 April	and	Joe	attended	the	WLIA	Fall	Conference	held	in	La	Crosse,	for	one	day,	on	
November	9th.	I	went	down	in	the	afternoon	and	attended	the	LION	meeting	with	April.	I	
learned	a	little	more	about	timelines	for	when	the	DOA	will	release	information	to	us	and	
deadlines	to	have	it	back.	We	also	briefly	discussed	the	2018	update	for	Land	Information	
Plans	statewide.	

	
 County	Board	approved	our	2018	budget	and	resolution	to	split	the	RPL/GIS/E911	

position	at	the	annual	budget	meeting	on	November	13th.	We	will	continue	to	work	
closely	with	Personnel	to	proceed	with	this.			

	
 I	am	planning	to	take	the	remainder	of	this	week	off	to	deer	hunt	and	spend	time	with	my	

family.	I	want	to	sincerely	thank	all	of	you	for	your	continued	support.	Happy	
Thanksgiving!	

	
CONSIDERATION	OF	ONLINE	SURVEY	RECORDS	AVAILABILITY.	

 Ethan	has	been	working	with	IT	on	what	would	be	needed	to	serve	up	the	County	
Survey	records	such	as	CSR,	Vertical	File,	Transportation	Plats,	etc.			They	have	
contacted	the	vendor	that	hosts	our	website	about	the	additional	costs	for	purchasing	
more	space	in	the	cloud.		The	cost	for	the	space	needed	would	be	an	additional	$500.00	
per	year.		Does	the	County	want	to	assess	a	fee?	Clark	County	has	a	subscription	fee	for	
online	access	that	is	paid	annually.		The	committee	discussed	several	options	and	
asked	for	additional	information	for	next	month’s	meeting.	

	
	
	
PUBLIC	HEARINGS:	

 ZONE	CHANGE	PETITION	#	2017‐60	as	requested	by	Kay	Olewinski,	owner	and	Keith	
Barden,	applicant	on	property	known	as	Lot	2	of	CSM	3873	located	in	the	SE1/4‐
SW1/4,	and	the	NE1/4‐SW1/4,	Section	34,	T22N,	R4W,	Town	of	Adams,	Jackson	
County,	WI.		The	request	is	to	change	4.21	acres	of	the	Official	Zoning	Map	from	the	A‐1	
(Agriculture)	District	to	the	R‐6	(Rural	Residential)	District	for	the	construction	of	a	
single‐family	home.			
	
Township	supports	the	request.		The	Petitioner	contacted	our	office	having	a	conflict	
with	the	public	hearing	date	and	is	unable	to	attend	today.		Gaylord	Olson	II,	Jackson	
County	Land	Conservationist,	prepared	written	comments	on	the	request	and	they	
were	read	into	the	minutes,	see	report	below.	
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A	Motion	by	Alton	Staff,	to	approve	zone	change	petition	#	2017‐60	for	Kay	Olewinski	
with	the	stipulation	that	all	the	Land	Conservation	Department	requirements	attached	
are	met,	seconded	by	Norm	Stoker.		Motion	carried.	
	

 CONDITIONAL	USE	PERMIT	PETITION	#	2017‐61	as	requested	by	RED	Cranberry	
Marsh,	owner	and	ISM	LLC	for	Pristine	Sun	LLC,	applicant	on	property	located	in	the	
NW1/4‐NE1/4,	the	SW1/4‐NE1/4,	the	NE1/4‐NW1/4,	and	the	SE1/4‐NW1/4,	all	in	
Section	25,	T20N,	R1E,	Town	of	Bear	Bluff,	Jackson	County,	WI.		The	request	is	to	allow	
for	a	solar	energy	system	within	the	A‐2	(Forestry	and	Limited	Agriculture)	District.	
	
Township	supports	the	request.		Josh	Furnald,	ISM	LLC,	did	a	brief	presentation	for	the	
committee	on	the	scope	of	the	proposed	solar	energy	system.	
		

A	Motion	by	Alton	Staff,	to	approve	conditional	use	permit	petition	#	2017‐61	for	RED	
Cranberry	Marsh	with	the	stipulation	that	all	federal,	state	or	local	permits,	regulations	
or	standards	are	met,	seconded	by	Norm	Stoker.		Motion	carried.	
	

 CONDITIONAL	USE	PERMIT	PETITION	#	2017‐62	as	requested	by	Randall	R.	Eddy	
on	property	known	as	Lot	2	of	Sunrise	Addition	subdivision	located	in	the	NE1/4‐
NE1/4,	Section	3,	T22N,	R3W,	Town	of	Adams,	Jackson	County,	WI.		The	request	is	to	
allow	for	filling	and	grading	work	within	a	shoreland	area	to	replace	a	failing	retaining	
wall.	

Based on my phone conversation with Mr. Keith Barden on November 14, 2017 he has no current plans 
to introduce livestock or animals to the site. I described the current county and state environmental 
standards regarding livestock and animals for any site. We discussed the site limitations for 
livestock/animals also. They include the steepness, predominately wooded parcel and the parcel size. If 
the Zoning and Land Information Committee decides to change the zoning of the parcel to R-6 the Land 
Conservation Department requests that these conditions be attached to the approval: 

1 —The number of animal units introduced to the site and the management plans must be approved 
the Land Conservation Department before any livestock and/or animals are introduced to the site. 
If an agreement for animal units can't be reached between the landowner and the Land 
Conservation Department the Zoning and Land Information Committee will address the issue and 
determine what number is allowable. 

2 — No earthen feedlot areas can be created on the property. 
3 — All State and County environmental conditions for preventing manure and soil runoff must be met and 

maintained. 
4 — All fencing installation and its maintenance along the property lines for keeping livestock and/or 

animals at the site is the responsibility of the R-6 designated property owner. 

Submitted by Gaylord E. Olson II —Jackson County Land Conservation Department 

Please include the Land Conservation Department contact information with any additional 
correspondence sent to Keith Barden. 
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Township	supports	the	request.		Terry	Schmidt	met	with	Mr.	Eddy	to	view	the	failing	
wall.		Now	is	the	time	to	address	this	issue	as	the	water	is	drawn	down	and	would	
allow	access	to	the	wall.		Mr.	Eddy	stated	that	he	would	like	to	remove	2	–	3	tiers	of	
ties,	remove	blown	out	area	near	the	stairs.		He	intends	on	building	a	second	wall	
structure	lowering	the	height	of	the	retaining	wall	by	terracing	between	the	two	wall	
structures.		Lawn	surface	will	be	located	between	the	walls	and	no	tree	or	vegetation	
material	is	anticipated	to	be	removed.	
	
Terry	added	that	the	WI‐DNR	has	a	new	exemption	for	riprap	and	Mr.	Eddy	has	already	
received	WI‐DNR	approval	for	his	project.	

	
A	Motion	by	Norm	Stoker,	to	approve	conditional	use	permit	petition	#	2017‐62	for	
Randall	R.	Eddy	with	the	stipulation	that	all	local,	state	or	federal	permits,	
requirements	or	standards	are	met,	seconded	by	Hoyt	Strandberg.		Motion	carried.	
	

 TEXT	AMENDMENT	#	2017‐63	as	requested	by	Jackson	County	Zoning	Department	
for	the	May	Coulee	Dam	#2.		A	Dam	Hazard	Assessment	has	been	completed	and	
approved	by	the	DNR.		The	assessment	and	approval	language	must	be	added	to	the	
ordinance	to	change	the	hazard	status	from	high	to	low.		Under	Section	20.05	(2)	(b)	
add	the	following:	
	
14.	 The	Dam	Hazard	Assessment	and	the	100‐year	Hydraulic	Shadow	map	for	the	

May	Coulee	#2	Dam	on	Sands	Creek,	dated	December	of	2016,	Tiry	Engineering	
Inc.,	Approved	by	the	WI‐DNR,	July	7,	2017.	

	
Terry	Schmidt	stated	that	the	language	is	required	by	the	WI‐DNR	for	Dam	Hazard	
Assessment	ratings.	

	
A	Motion	by	Hoyt	Strandberg,	to	approve	text	amendment	#	2017‐63	for	the	Jackson	
County	Floodplain	Ordinance	as	presented,	seconded	by	Alton	Staff.		Motion	carried.	
	
	
GIS	REPORT,	see	report:		

 Attended	WLIA	Regional	Meeting,	held	in	La	Crosse.				
	

 Property	Listing	update:	Sent	2017	tax	bill	splits	to	assessors,	and	now	waiting	for	those	
values	to	come	back	so	I	can	enter	them	into	the	records	before	calculating	taxes.		I	
emailed	the	Mill	Rate	Worksheets	out	to	the	municipal	clerks	on	Friday,	they	return	those	
to	us	&	we	use	them	to	calculate	the	taxes.		I	would	guess	we’ll	be	printing	bills	next	week	
already.	
	

 GIS	update:	we’re	working	on	creating	a	structure	point	address	layer.		We	currently	have	
property	access	points,	but	the	more	we	listen	to	the	US	Census	Bureau	and	other	
department	needs	within	the	county,	it	makes	sense	to	have	structure	point	data.		When	
it’s	completed,	we’ll	have	a	point	on	the	rooftop	of	the	structure,	and	a	point	showing	the	
access	to	the	structure.		Both	layers	can	be	displayed	on	WGXtreme.	
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 Still	working	on	911	mapping	data	for	Dispatch,	and	currently	updating	the	emergency	

services	boundaries.		We’ve	been	formatting	the	roads	and	the	address	layers	for	
Spillman,	but	also	for	NextGeneration	911.		We’re	also	waiting	to	hear	from	IT	whether	
we	can	order	the	Sheriff	Department	server	which	houses	the	GIS	software	&	data	now,	
rather	than	waiting	until	January.	
	

 Sent	out	binders	to	the	municipalities,	which	contained	records	of	current	physical	
addresses	which	we	have	in	our	databases	in	order	to	help	clean	up	and	verify	our	
information	prior	to	working	with	US	Census	Bureau	LUCA	(Local	Update	of	Census	
Addresses)	data.		Working	with	the	municipalities	to	get	that	data	returned	to	us	by	
January	15th.		If	you	hear	anyone	talking	about	this	project,	and	they	have	questions	or	
issues,	please	send	them	to	me	and	I’ll	gladly	help.	
	

 Joe,	successfully	wrote	a	Python	script	for	an	SDE	backup	process,	which	we	now	can	run	
and	automate	the	process	of	capturing	a	backup	copy	of	our	current	data.		He	also	
discovered	a	quicker	method	to	update	the	record	information	within	our	parcel	layer,	
which	reduces	the	amount	of	time	from	30	hours	down	to	2	½	hours.		He	figured	out	that	
if	we	run	this	automated	process	on	our	hard	drives	instead	of	over	the	network,	it	runs	a	
lot	faster.	There	are	more	steps	involved	with	replacing	the	live	data	off	the	network,	but	
saves	a	lot	of	time.	
	

Future	Trainings:	
 WLIA	Annual	Conference	is	March	7‐9th	at	the	Osthoff	Resort	in	Elkhart	Lake.	

	
Upcoming	Plans:	

 Continue	mapping	split	conveyances	&	updating	the	records	in	GCS	software,	to	prep	the	
assessment	workbooks	for	the	2018	year.	
	

 Order	assessor	supplies	for	2018.	
	

 Assist	with	printing	tax	bills,	if	needed.	
	

 Continue	to	assign	addresses	
	
	
ZONING	REPORT:	

 Wagler	Property	Update.		Terry	and	Gaylord	met	with	Mr.	Wagler	to	measure	in	the	
300‐foot	setback	from	both	creeks	for	him	to	see	what	setback	must	be	maintained.		
Trial	date	was	postponed	until	March.		Mr.	Wagler	applied	for	another	Land	Use	Permit	
for	a	loafing	shed	that	meets	the	setbacks.		Terry	contacted	Kerry	Sullivan‐Flock	if	he	
should	issue	the	permit	since	he	is	still	in	violation	at	the	site.		She	advised	holding	off	
until	we	get	some	type	of	firm	commitment	from	Mr.	Wagler	about	bringing	the	
property	into	compliance.		He	and	Gaylord	are	trying	to	convince	him	to	use	only	the	
new	building	for	animal	confinement	by	abandoning	the	existing	barn,	which	is	the	
structure	in	violation.		Mr.	Wagler	has	not	committed	to	this	at	this	time.			
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 Making	a	lot	of	trips	with	Gaylord	to	properties	regarding	the	300	foot	setbacks	for	

feedlots	and	barnyards.		It	is	working	as	we	are	seeing	some	cooperation	from	
landowners.	
	

 Building	season	is	winding	down.	
	

 WI	Fund	Grant	program	is	sun	setting	in	2021.		The	program	has	been	in	place	since	
1980	and	the	criteria	for	grant	funding	has	not	changed	since	the	start.		In	order	to	
qualify	for	funds	the	original	system	had	to	be	failing,	installed	prior	to	1978	and	
household	income	must	be	below	$45,000.00	annually.		With	most	older	systems	
having	been	replaced	and	the	income	levels	not	keeping	up,	it’s	no	surprise	that	the	
state	will	be	walking	away	from	this	program.		Once	it	sunsets,	there	will	be	no	grants	
from	that	point	forward	for	replacement	systems.	
	

 The	Committee	questioned	the	junk	issues	and	progress	at	the	Anderson	property	off	
of	County	Highway	N.		Terry	stated	that	Kerry	Sullivan‐Flock	is	aware	of	the	continued	
violations	and	lack	of	cooperation	from	the	property	owner.		She	is	pursuing	further	
action	for	compliance,	which	will	require	action	from	the	circuit	court.	
	

 The	Committee	questioned	the	Bement	property	in	the	Town	of	Adams	and	the	
business	operation	that	was	moved	there	from	Clark	Rd.		Terry	stated	that	the	same	
issues	from	Clark	Rd.	are	continuing	at	this	site.		He	will	be	contacting	the	WI‐DNR	
regarding	this	site.	
	

	
A	Motion	by	Hoyt	Strandberg,	to	adjourn	the	meeting,	seconded	by	Alton	Staff.		Motion	
carried.		Meeting	adjourned	at	12:00	p.m.			


