FORESTRY AND PARKS COMMITTEE 

MINUTES
July 9, 2013
The regular monthly meeting for Jackson County Forestry & Parks Department was held at 8:30am on Tuesday, July 9, 2013. Those present were: Bill Cornell, Karen Thayer, Norm Stoker, Merlin Fredrickson, Jim Zahasky, Jon Schweitzer and Ashley Stetzer.   

Bill Cornell called the regular meeting to order at 8:30am
Motion made by Norm Stoker, seconded by Karen Thayer to approve the minutes from the previous meeting with one change. The motion regarding the tailings contract from Stuck & Irwin needs to be changed from a cubic inch to a cubic yard. All members voted in favor. 
Motion made by Karen Thayer, seconded by Merlin Fredrickson to approve the bills as presented for payment.  All members voted in favor. 

Parks & Trails Report:

Jon informed the Committee that the new restroom facility at East Arbutus has been finished. A final walk through does need to be completed before final payment is issued. Day use fees are down approximately 50% from 2012. This could be contributed to bad weather that was present at the beginning of the summer. 

Trails were re-opened as of July 3rd.  There was an ATV fatality over the July 4th holiday weekend; speed is believed to play a factor. Law Enforcement patrol was commended for the number of contacts that were made. 
Federal grants are available to assist in the cost of the sub-grade crossing on Hwy 54. Motion was made by Merlin Fredrickson to approve the Stewardship Resolution and to apply for Federal Funding for the sub grade crossing. Motion was seconded by Norm Stoker, all members voted in favor. 

Jon passed out an email from AEGIS, the County insurance group, regarding the Lake Wazee dive proposal and putting more dive attractions in the lake. Jon will follow up with other entities in regards to how they deal with liability issues and get back to the Committee.

The checking account for Jackson County Parks has been opened. A new motion was needed to clarify who the designated signers were on the account and how many signatures were needed when signing checks. Motion is made by Karen Thayer, seconded by Norm Stoker to authorize the opening of a checking account under the name Jackson County Parks. The authorize signers for this account should be named as JoAnne Forsting, Kyle Deno, Jeremiah Breheim and Ashley Stetzer. Only 1 signature is required to write out checks from this account to the Jackson County Treasurers office. All members voted in favor.
Motion to go into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat. 19.85(1)(e) deliberating or negotiating the purchase of Public properties, the investment of public funds, or conducting other public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require closed session made by Merlin Fredrickson, seconded by Karen Thayer. Roll call vote passed to go into closed session.

Motion to reconvene in open session made by Norm Stoker, seconded by Merlin Fredrickson, all members voted in favor. 
Forestry Report:

Jim asked for clarification regarding last month’s sale extensions. Motion to follow the contracts regarding extensions and treat every sale on a case by case basis was made by Norm Stoker, seconded by Karen Thayer. All members voted in favor.

Jim talked about the buckthorn problem that is present in Jackson County.  Grant money was used to pay for half of the cost of the chemical used to treat this problem. Focus will be on central areas that pose the most problem. 

Motion to adjourn made by Merlin Fredrickson, seconded by Norm Stoker, all members voted in favor.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:50 am
Next regular meeting date:  August 13, 2013 at 8:30am
These minutes will be approved at the August meeting
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