Board of Adjustment

MINUTES
December 3, 2020

Meeting Called to Order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman Ron Carney.

Members Present:  Ron Carney, Chuck Jensen, Larry Blaken, John Higgins, Max Hart, and Tom
Clark, who appeared via Zoom.

Others Present: Terry Schmidt, Zoning Administrator; and Beth Storlie, Zoning Assistant.

Qualifying Questions:
Are you an immediate family member of the petitioner?
No response.

Do you have any business activity or financial interests with the petitioner?
No response.

Have you prejudged the case or do you have a bias in favor or against the petition?
No response.

A Motion by Larry Blaken, to approve the October 15, 2020 minutes as presented, seconded
by John Higgins. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:
VARIANCE REQUEST # 2020-67 as requested by Jason Errthum, owner on property known
as Lot 10 of Chaps Subdivision being located in the SW1/4-NW1/4, Section 3, T22N, R3W,
Town of Adams, Jackson County, WI. The request is to allow for a proposed home addition to
be built within 18 inches of a property line. This is contrary to Section 17.27 of the Jackson
County Zoning Ordinance, which requires a setback of 10 feet from the property line.

Terry Schmidt stated that the owner works out of state and Joe Gaier is acting as his agent.
The owner, nor his agent were present at the hearing. Terry added that he met Mr. Gaier at
the site to review the proposal. He recommended we treat this request as in other recent
petitions and utilize the aerial photograph instead of completely an onsite due to COVID-19
concerns.

Terry explained that the proposal is to build a garage with additional living quarters onto the
existing home. His biggest concern is the roof line on the north side of the proposed addition
will slope towards the adjacent property. With the proposal having an encroachment to the
property line of being within 18 inches, this must be addressed for water runoff concerns.
Terry feels that they must redirect any water runoff from the roof surface away from
neighboring property. When meeting with Mr. Gaier, he stated that they plan on installing
gutters and will direct the water towards the roadway or onto other areas of the property.
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Public comment from William Lund, who appeared by phone and was in opposition to the
request because it’s just too close to the property line.

The Board questioned the need for such a drastic encroachment. Additionally, they
questioned if a different distance could be considered. Terry confirmed that the Board could
approve a different setback encroachment distance than what was being proposed. The
proposal is to come out from the existing structure 26 feet on the north side, which puts the
roof overhang at 18 inches from the property line.

The Board inquired what distance the existing pole shed was to the property line. Terry
confirmed that the pole shed sits approximately 10 to 12 feet from the property line. He
added that a detached accessory structure such as the pole shed can be built as close as 5 feet
from a property line. Terry commented that because the proposal is an addition to the
existing home, the setback would be 10 feet.

John Higgins questioned what is the shortest distance that has been approved for previous
variance requests? Terry stated that the closest variance approval was for 5 feet from a
property line. He added that we could recommend reducing the size of the addition from 26
feet to 22 feet and this would still leave at least a 5-foot variance setback.

Terry would recommend if the decision is to deny, that a separate motion is made as the
petitioner’s request was to encroach to 18 inches. Then a separate motion to make a
recommendation on the distance that you feel is appropriate.

A Motion by John Higgins, to deny variance request # 2020-67 for Jason Errthum, seconded
by Max Hart. Motion carried 6 - 0.

A Motion by Max Hart, to allow an encroach up to five feet from the north property line for
Jason Errthum, seconded by Tom Clark. Motion carried unanimously.

Litigation Updates:
e Jerome Laufenberg. Kerry Sullivan-Flock, Corporation Counsel requested a transcript of the
public hearing. Beth has been working on that for almost a week but it is completed and
ready for her. Corporation Counsel will be filing response briefs with the court this week.

Motion by Chuck Jensen, to adjourn, seconded by Max Hart. Meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Beth Storlie.
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