Chapter 7.04 added as follows 01/16/2023 TRAFFIC AND HIGHWAYS CODE 7.04

7.04 SNOWMOBILE, ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE (ATV), UTILITY TERRAIN VEHICLE (UTV)
AND MOTORCYCLE TRAIL/ROUTE REGULATIONS

(1) Authority and General:

a) State Traffic Laws Adopted. Except as otherwise specifically provided in this code, the
statutory provisions in Chapters 23, 340 to 348, and 350 of the Wisconsin Statutes,
establishing definitions and regulations with respect to all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and
utility terrain vehicles (UTVs), and Chapter NR 64 (All-Terrain Vehicles), WDNR,
exclusive of any provision therein relating to penalties to be imposed and exclusive of
any regulations for which the statutory penalty is a fine or term of imprisonment, are
hereby adopted and by reference made a part of this chapter as if fully set forth herein.
Unless otherwise provided in this ordinance, any act required to be performed or
prohibited by any statute incorporated herein by reference is required or prohibited by
this ordinance. Any further amendments, revisions or modifications of the statutes
incorporated herein are made a part of this chapter in order to secure uniform statewide
regulations of ATVs/UTVs traffic on highways, streets and alleys of the State of

Wisconsin.

b) Following due consideration of the recreational and economic value to connect Trail
opportunities and weighted against possible dangers, public health, liability aspects,
terrain involved, traffic density and history of automobile traffic, this ordinance has been
created pursuant to County Board authority under Wis. Statutes 59.02, 23.33(11)(a)

and (am), 23.33(1m) and 23.33(8).

c) For purposes of this Section 7.04 of the Jackson County Ordinances, “ATV/UTV
Routes” and “County Routes” shall mean a highway or sidewalk designated and
marked for use by ATV/UTV operators by Jackson County. In addition, “Trail” shall
mean a marked corridor on public property or on private lands subject to public
easement or lease, designated and marked for use by ATV/UTV operators by Jackson
County, but excludes roadways which are not seasonally maintained for motor vehicle

traffic.
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(2) Designating ATV/UTV routes on County Highways

a) Intent:

The County of Jackson adopts the following ATV and UTV routes (“ATV/UTV
Routes” or “County Routes”) for the operation of ATVs and UTVs upon the
County highways listed in subsection (2)(b) of this ordinance (the “Ordinance”).
Following due consideration of the recreational value to connect Trail
opportunities and weighted against possible dangers, these County Routes have
been created. A copy of the ATV/UTV Routes, along with a map showing their
location, shall be kept on file at the Highway Department.

The Highway Commissioner shall have all ATV/UTV Routes on Jackson County
highways properly posted. The Commissioner shall have the authority to
temporarily close any ATV/UTV Route for safety, maintenance or other
appropriate reasons as determined by the Commissioner. Such closures shall be
reviewed and either approved or rejected by the Highway Committee at the first
Highway Committee meeting for which proper notice can be given after the
Commissioner makes the determination to temporarily close an ATV/UTV Route.
A temporary closure shall be effective as soon as ordered by the Commissioner
and remain in effect until ended by order of the Commissioner or Highway
Committee. Temporary closures shall have proper signs posted indicating
ATV/UTV usage is not permitted as soon as practically possible after a closure is

made.

b) ATVUTV Routes:

Page 5.

All Jackson County Trunk Highways (CTH) are hereby designated as ATV/UTV
routes, except where otherwise indicated.

ATVs/UTVs shall operate only on the roadway. Operation on the gravel
shoulders, grassy slope, ditches, or highway right-of-way is prohibited and illegal,
except as otherwise stated in this Ordinance.
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c) Conditions of operation while on designated ATV/UTV Routes:

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Xi.

Xii.
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Persons driving an ATV/UTV (“Operator”) and persons riding in an ATV/UTV
(“Passengers”) shall comply with all federal, state and local laws, orders, rules,
regulations, and restrictions.

ATV/UTV Operators on designated County Routes shall possess a valid motor
vehicle operator license.

All ATV/UTV Operators shall ride single file on the right side of the paved portion
of the roadway.

Operators may only drive on designated County Routes that are signed in
accordance with NR 64.12(7), DNR guidelines and the Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD), including Wisconsin Supplement.

Headlights and taillights must be turned on at all times.

ATVs/UTVs shall be operated only on the paved portion of the roadway.
Operation on the gravel shoulder, grassy in-slope, ditches or other highway right-
of-way is prohibited and illegal. Notwithstanding anything in this Ordinance,
Operators may park an ATV/UTV on a gravel shoulder if necessary due to safety
considerations.

ATVs/UTVs must be properly registered in Wisconsin or other state in
accordance to applicable law.

All Operators and Passengers under 18 years of age must wear an appropriate
helmet.

All ATV/UTV operators born on or after January 1, 1988 shall possess a valid
DNR Safety Certificate.

All ATV/UTV drivers must comply with the age restrictions as set forth under Wis.
Stat. § 23.33(5).

All Operators, or ATV/UTV owners, shall maintain liability insurance and have
proof of insurance coverage while operating an ATV or UTV on County routes.

Neither an ATV nor UTV may be operated on County Routes between the hours
of 10:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.
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