9.21.2016 Jackson County Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee Meeting Minutes

Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee members present: Tom Reid, Jerrold Schmidt, Hoyt Strandberg, Rick Olson, Larry Blaken, Ron Carney

Others present: Ray Ransom, Mike Goehring, DeWayne Snobl, Ryan Swatek, Gaylord Olson II

LCAC Chair Ron Carney called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.

Strandberg, Reid motion to approve the August 19, 2016 Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee Meeting minutes. Motion carried.
The next LCAC meeting will be held on Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 1:00 pm. (Changed from originally scheduled time of 8:00 am.) A tour of various conservation practices and issues will be held after the regular meeting business is completed. 

Wildlife Damage Claims and Abatement – DeWayne Snobl – see report

Natural Resources Conservation Service – Ryan Swatek
The Conservation Reserve Program has reached its enrollment cap nationally. There were 25 EQIP applications in Jackson County. There were recently 12 Conservation Stewardship Program contract renewal applications. The cover crop planting has been slowed or delayed due to the rainfall in the recent weeks.

Land Conservation Department – Gaylord Olson II
Blaken, Olson motion to approve the County Conservation Cost-Share Program payment for the Wilk project. Motion carried.
Blaken, Reid motion to approve the Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program cost-share agreements for Janke, Waldera, Olson; Ripp, Gearing, Gearing, T&D Gearing Irrevocable Family Trust, Hart, Finch, Gearing, Gearing, Gearing (Gearing Oakdale Farms, Inc.- cost-share recipient) and Hansen. Motion carried. 
Olson, Strandberg motion to approve the Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program cost-share payment for the Quall project. Motion carried.
Olson, Schmidt motion to approve expending County Conservation Cost-share Program money to match 15% of the White/Olson-White portion of project repairs cost due to the extra expenses of the new design and repairing the damage from excessive rainfall. The County assistance portion can’t exceed $3,500.00. Motion carried. 
The Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program will provide cost-share funds for the repairs of the White/Olson-White site since the program cost-shared the installation of the best management practice initially. 

The Farmland Preservation Program Plan public hearing will be held on November 10, 2016 at 1:00 pm in the County Board Room. The hearing will be a joint meeting of the Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee and the Zoning Committee. 

Schmidt, Olson motion to approve the bills. Motion carried.
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Strandberg, Blaken motion to adjourn. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 3:10 pm. 

Minutes submitted by Gaylord E. Olson II, County Conservationist



