8.15.2012 Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee Monthly Meeting Minutes

LCAC Members present: Karen Thayer, John Curran, Robert Galster, John Bahnub, Larry Blaken,
Ron Carney
Others present: Ryan Swatek, Angela Fischer, Dave Halverson, DeWayne Snobl, Gaylord Olson II

LCAC Chair Ron Carney called the Local Work Group meeting to order at 12:35 pm. 
Ryan Swatek – NRCS District Conservationist reviewed the goals and actions of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program over the past two years. The Local Work Group discussed the different priorities for the program funding and recommended keeping the program similar to past year’s as much as possible. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:55 pm.

LCAC Chair Ron Carney called the LCAC monthly meeting to order at 12:55 pm.
Thayer, Blaken motion to approve the July 11, 2012 LCAC monthly meeting minutes. Motion carried.
The next LCAC meeting will be held on Friday, September 21, 2012 at 10:00 am. 

Wildlife Damage Claims and Abatement – DeWayne Snobl
DeWayne has been working on damage claim appraisals and recommending shooting permits where necessary.

DNR Forestry – Dave Halverson
Dave has been assigned more duties regarding fire control activities. Due to the dry weather there have been emergency burning restrictions in Jackson County over the past month. There have been a number of smaller wildfires that the DNR and other fire fighting agencies have responded to in the past month. Some of the fires have resulted in citations for burning during  restricted time and in a restricted area. There were 45 new Managed Forest Law applications this year. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service – Ryan Swatek
There has been emergency haying and grazing rules established for CRP and CREP acres. Requests have been received by NRCS for allowing farmers to hay CRP acreage. Construction on best management practices has been delayed due to the dry soil conditions. UWEX conducted a field day yesterday in Jackson County discussing the different impacts on corn and soybeans along with other research on the test plots.

Land Conservation Department – Gaylord Olson II
Thayer, Galster motion to approve the Land and Water Resource Management Plan cost-share agreements for Duerkop and Erickson. Motion carried.
Bahnub, Curran motion to approve the Land and Water Resource Management Plan cost-share payments for Krueger and Peasley. Motion carried.
Curran, Blaken motion to approve the NOD/TRM Program cost-share payments for Kunes and Laufenberg. Motion carried. 

Thayer, Galster motion to approve the Land Conservation Department 2013 Budget. Motion carried.

Galster, Bahnub motion to approve the bills. Motion carried.

Blaken, Curran motion to adjourn. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 2:55 pm. 

Minutes submitted by Gaylord E. Olson II, County Conservationist. 

