June 27, 2012 Jackson County Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee Meeting Minutes

LCAC Members present: Karen Thayer, John Curran, Robert Galster, Larry Blaken, Ron Carney
Others present: Ryan Swatek, Julie Dokkestul, Dave Halverson, Gaylord Olson II

Chair Ron Carney called the meeting to order at 10:05 am. 
Thayer, Galster motion to approve the May 18, 2012 LCAC meeting minutes. Motion carried.

Farm Services Agency – Julie Dokkestul
Julie reviewed a copy of the proposed USDA-FSA policy that would state the signature approval process for the LCAC on certain documents that they are asked to endorse for the FSA office. Thayer, Blaken motion to approve the submitted FSA policy for requested LCAC endorsement. Motion carried. 
The most recent CRP sign-up enrolled about 400 acres, with approximately 1100 acres expiring this year. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service – Ryan Swatek
Ryan has been busy with CRP field reviews including Karner Blue Butterfly habitat acreage. The NRCS is allowing a certain type of High Density Plastic pipe to be used in grade stabilization structures which will eliminate metal pipe deterioration. Additional money was allocated to the Jackson County EQIP in 2012 for two additional grazing contracts. There may also be a possibility of another funding source from the Driftless Area Initiative for upland erosion control work. 

DNR Forestry – Dave Halverson
Managed Forest Law work has been busy. Different duties have been assigned to foresters with a general reorganization starting on July 1, 2012. 

Land Conservation Department – Gaylord E. Olson II
Curran, Thayer motion to approve the Land and Water Resource Management Plan cost-share agreement payments for Knutson, Olstad, and Miller. Motion carried.

Thayer, Curran motion to adjourn to closed session pursuant to S. 19.85 (1) (c) to consider employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the government body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. Thayer –yes, Curran – yes, Galster – yes, Blaken – yes, Carney – yes. Motion carried unanimously. 
Adjourned to closed session at 10:55 am. 

Returned to open session at 11:25 am. 
Curran, Galster motion to approve the annual evaluation of Gaylord Olson II. Motion carried.

Thayer, Blaken motion to approve the bills. Motion carried.
Curran, Galster motion to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am.
Minutes submitted by Gaylord E. Olson II, County Conservationist. 
