6.21.2018 Jackson County Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee Meeting Minutes

Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee (LCAC) members present: Thomas Clark, Jerrold Schmidt, Hoyt Strandberg, Rick Olson, Larry Blaken, Ron Carney

Others present: DeWayne Snobl, Ryan Swatek, Mike Goehring, Terry Schmidt, Gaylord Olson II

LCAC Chair Ron Carney called the meeting to order at 8:00 am.

Blaken, Strandberg motion to approve the May 17, 2018 Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee meeting minutes. Motion carried. 
The next LCAC meeting will be held on Thursday, July 19, 2018 at 7:30 am. 

Wildlife Damage and Claims – DeWayne Snobl – see report
[bookmark: _GoBack]Strandberg, Olson motion to approve the Jackson County request for 2018 Wildlife Damage Abatement and Claims Program budget amendment amount of $72,400. for the Goetzka elk damage prevention fencing. Motion carried. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service – Ryan Swatek
There is currently a cover crop program application period. There have been 10-12 producers applying so far. The previous weekend’s heavy rainfall caused some damage on recently constructed conservation practices in parts of Trempealeau and Jackson County. Compliance checks are occurring on selected tracts of land. The Conservation Reserve Program rental rates
decreased significantly for the recent sign-up underway. There is a CRP continuous sign-up for eligible practices such as grassed waterways and buffer strips.

County Zoning and Environmental Health – Terry Schmidt
Terry discussed some upcoming proposed zoning changes including an acreage requirement for agriculture parcels to have at least 5 acres. The R-6 designation is also available to allow very limited amounts undomesticated animals and livestock on parcels of 3-5 acres. Variances and conditional use permits would be needed for parcels under 3 acres requesting undomesticated animals or livestock. 

Land Conservation Department – Gaylord Olson II
The Land Conservation Department requested an increase of County Conservation Cost-share Program agreements for cost-share money from $3,500/year to $5,000/year. The cost-share amount had been $2,100 from 1999-2008, $3,500 from 2009 to now. 
Strandberg, Blaken motion to approve an increase from $3,500 to $5,000/year/landowner cost-share amount for the County Conservation Cost-Share Program. Motion carried with Schmidt voting no. 
Olson, Clark motion to approve the County Conservation Cost-Share Program cost-share payments for Kling Cedar Lane Farms and Hoffman Living Trust. Motion carried. 
Blaken, Strandberg motion to approve the Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program cost-share payment for IIka, Inc. Motion carried. 
The request for additional cost-sharing for the Three River Housing LLC/Robert Carpenter Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program cost-share agreement was discussed. Gaylord presented a summary of background information and air photo regarding the site history and conditions, along with progress on the project to date. 
Schmidt, Olson motion to not exceed the current $16,100 cost-share amount currently allocated to the practice installation, to have the entire practice installation completed by October 15, 2018 and that there would not be an extension or new agreement for the practice installation or payment granted. Motion carried. 
Schmidt, Strandberg motion to approve the 2018 Land Conservation Department staff wage merit increases as recommended by the Personnel Office. Motion carried.

Clark, Olson motion to approve the bills. Motion carried.

Stranberg, Blaken motion to adjourn. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 10:55 am. 
 
Minutes submitted by Gaylord E. Olson II, County Conservationist. 

