3.27.2014 Jackson County Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee Meeting Minutes

Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee Members present: Larry Blaken, Ron Carney,
Karen Thayer, Rick Olson and John Bahnub- joined the meeting at 10:00 am
Others present: DeWayne Snobl, Dave Halverson, Mike Goehring, Trisha Wagner, Ryan Swatek, Gaylord Olson II, Marie Anderson, Terry Schmidt

Chair Ron Carney called the Public Hearing to order at 9:30 am. The purpose of the public hearing was to receive comments and testimony regarding proposed changes to Chapter 22, Chapter 23, and Chapter 24. The LCAC had reviewed the proposed changes at their February 24, 2014 meeting. The proposed changes were posted in the Jackson County Chronicle for two weeks and each Town Clerk in Jackson County received a copy of the proposed changes with the notice of the public hearing. 
The proposed changes for Chapter 22 were read. There were no comments.
The proposed changes for Chapter 23 were read. There were no comments.
The proposed changes for Chapter 24 were read. Marie Anderson testified. She had questions regarding the public informational hearing and gave testimony opposing the deletion of Section (1) Reclamation Plan Hearing (B) (2) (D). A letter from Nancy Watenphul was read, she urged the LCD and LCAC to withdraw the proposed text changes and amend Chapter 24 to include clarifications stated in her letter. 
Gaylord Olson II, Land Conservation Dept., explained the public informational hearing process and why the deletion of the text was being considered. Terry Schmidt, Zoning Administrator, commented that the deletion of language (1) Reclamation Plan Hearing (B) (2) (D) would not affect the current zoning process regarding non-metallic mining site or the decision-making process of the Zoning Committee regarding re-zone petitions.
Upon conclusion of the public hearing the LCAC reviewed and discussed the resolution for Chapter 22, 23, and 24 text amendment adoptions. 
Thayer, Olson motion to approve the resolution for text amendment adoption. Motion approved unanimously.

John Bahnub joined the meeting.
Blaken, Thayer motion to approve the minutes. Motion carried. 
The next LCAC meeting will be held on Thursday, March 27, 2014 at 10:00 am.

Wildlife Damage Claims and Abatement – DeWayne Snobl – see report
Blaken, Olson motion to approve a deer fence project and agreement with Ken and Denise Krosinski. Motion carried.
Bahnub, Thayer motion to approve a $6,000.00 budget amendment to the 2014 Jackson County WDACP for the Krosinski deer abatement fence. Motion carried.

Natural Resources Conservation Service – Ryan Swatek
EQIP contracts are awaiting approval pending the final allocation amount. Ryan is recommending landowner-renter lease agreements include conservation compliance provisions. 

WI DNR Forestry – Dave Halverson
The new MFL Program computer system is now available for employees to use. Fire season readiness training and response has been conducted again this winter.  Tree delivery and planting is probably going to be delayed due to the winter and frozen ground. He has been answering questions regarding tree planting assistance and re-planting.

UWEX – Trisha Wagner
[bookmark: _GoBack]Trisha has been working on different programs and meetings this winter. She has been working with Ryan to develop field demonstrations regarding cover crops. Clarence (Butch) Boettcher received the Wisconsin Agriculturist – Master Agriculturist Award in Oshkosh yesterday. He is only the second person from Jackson County to receive the award. 

Land Conservation Department – Gaylord Olson II
Thayer, Bahnub motion to approve the Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program cost-share agreements for Hoffman Living Trust, Brickstone Dairy, Inc., Hansen, Olson, Peasley, Janke, Giloy, Pokorny/Casper, Antal, and Fredrickson Farms, Inc.. Motion carried.

The LCAC Policy regarding LCD Services and Compliance was reviewed. Two amendments were recommended by the LCAC for the policy. 1- Add that non-compliance can result in forfeitures in the fourth paragraph. 2 – Delete the word “again” in the fifth paragraph. 
Bahnub, Olson motion to approve the policy with the recommended amendments. Motion carried.

Olson, Blaken motion to approve the 2015 Joint DATCP/DNR Grant Application for Jackson County. Motion carried.
 
Bahnub, Thayer motion to approve the bills. Motion carried.

Thayer, Bahnub motion to adjourn. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 12:10 pm. 

Minutes submitted by Gaylord E. Olson II, County Conservationist


