2.27.2014 Jackson County Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee Meeting Minutes
LCAC Members present: Karen Thayer, Rick Olson, Larry Blaken, Ron Carney
Others present: DeWayne Snobl, Ryan Swatek, Mike Goehring, Dave Halverson, Garrett Nix,
Gaylord Olson II

LCAC Chair Ron Carney called the meeting to order at 9:30 am.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Blaken, Olson motion to approve to the 1.24.2014 LCAC meeting minutes.  Motion carried.

The next LCAC meeting will be held on Thursday, March 27, 2014 at 10:00 am. 

Wildlife Damage Claims and Abatement – DeWayne Snobl
Shooting permits have been issued to different farmers in Jackson County for deer damage to standing corn and stored feed. DeWayne discussed the possibility of a fence for one landowner for stored feed due to the amount of consumption and damage to the feed. Large numbers of deer are present with many being shot with issued damage tags.

Natural Resources Conservation Service – Ryan Swatek
The USDA Farm Bill has been passed making various changes to existing programs. Contracting documents for the various programs have changed. There is approximately $41,000 available for structural conservation practices and another $13,000 for grazing-related practices. UW-EX and NRCS are part of a program to discuss land rent/lease related topics such as conservation, rental rates, and other relationships between renter and owner.

DNR Forestry – Dave Halverson
MFL plans are being reviewed. Land transfers along with a new data base system for the MFL program has been taking time to work on. This year the tree orders on private lands are less than previous years. 124,000 trees are ordered for 2014 with 117,000 of those being planted on DNR property. Training has taken part of his time this winter.

Land Conservation Department – Gaylord Olson II
Recently a landowner has failed to pay the total due to contractors on a cost-shared practice.  The compliance with environmental standards on other property that individual owns has not been maintained.  The landowner is expecting more services from the LCD. Different options to obtain compliance from the landowner were discussed with the Committee. 
Olson, Thayer motion to have the Land Conservation Department work with Corporation Counsel to develop a formal written policy relating to the issues discussed. Motion carried.
The Land Conservation Department and Corporation Counsel will send a letter to the landowner detailing his contractual obligations.

Thayer, Blaken motion to approve the ordinance language changes as presented in Chapter 22, Chapter 23, and Chapter 24. Motion carried.
The public hearing regarding the ordinance changes will be held at 9:30 am prior to the March 27, 2014 monthly LCAC meeting.

The LCD will present the completed 2015 Joint DATCP/DNR Grant Application at the next meeting.

The LCD needs to complete a revision to the Farmland Preservation Program Plan. A grant application can be completed to help fund 50% of the project cost up to $30,000. The grant application and an extension request into 2015 or 2016 must be submitted to WI-DATCP by May 15, 2014. 

Thayer, Blaken motion to approve the bills. Motion carried.

Blaken, Olson motion to adjourn. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 11:35 am. 
Minutes submitted by Gaylord E. Olson II
 
