2.21.2019 Jackson County Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee Meeting Minutes

Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee (LCAC) members present: Jerrold Schmidt, Tom Clark, Hoyt Strandberg, Steve Kling, Larry Blaken, Ron Carney

Others present: Jamie Pfaff, Matt Raabe, Ray Ransom, DeWayne Snobl, Ryan Swatek, Mike Goehring, Gaylord Olson II 

LCAC Chair Ron Carney called the meeting to order at 8:00 am. 
Strandberg, Blaken motion to approve the January 17, 2019 Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee meeting minutes. Motion carried.

The next LCAC meeting will be held on Thursday, March 28, 2019 at 1:00 pm. 

Wildlife Damage Claims and Abatement – DeWayne Snobl
DeWayne discussed the Deer Donation Program and the recent sale of Sandberg Valley Deer Processing. 

Natural Resource Conservation Service – Ryan Swatek
 May 17, 2019 is the deadline for EQIP funding applications. There are different Cover Crop educational meetings being held locally and state-wide in the next few months. 

Department of Natural Resources – Forestry – Matt Raabe
The recent cold-winter weather may diminish emerald ash borer numbers but not eliminate them. He has been reviewing the tree planting requests in the area that would order nursery stock from the DNR.
 Matt discussed some recent logging that was completed by contracted loggers. Proper long-term re-forestation and erosion prevention measures were implemented poorly, if at all. The marketable timber price quantity and price paid to the landowner was questionable. Some landowners don’t hire private consultant foresters to provide guidance for their forestry practices and sales. Having a detailed contract with the logger can also help the landowner list what is expected to happen to the timber and the property. 

Land Conservation Department – Gaylord Olson II
Blaken, Clark motion to approve the Logan Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program cost-share agreement. Motion carried.

The Land Conservation Department will use a combination of bidding and cost-estimate review for cost containment measures for this year’s best management practice installation. There are currently at least 30 best management practice designs to be installed this year. 

Many of the various Land Conservation Department policies that have been developed in the past 30 years were reviewed. The policies will be compiled and maintained. 

Strandberg, Schmidt motion to approve the Joint DATCP/DNR Nonpoint Source Grant Application for Calendar year 2020 as presented. Motion carried.

Strandberg, Kling motion to approve the bills. Motion carried.

Blaken, Strandberg motion to adjourn to closed session pursuant to S. 19.85 (1) (c) to consider employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the government body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. Roll Call vote: Schmidt-yes, Clark-yes, Strandberg-yes, Kling-yes, Blaken-yes, Carney-yes. Motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned to closed session at 9:55 am. 

Clark, Schmidt motion to return to Open session. Roll Call vote: Schmidt-yes, Clark-yes, Strandberg-yes, Kling-yes, Blaken-yes, Carney-yes. Motion carried unanimously. The meeting returned to open session at 10:55 am. 

The Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee will forward the annual performance review for the County Conservationist to the Personnel Office.

Strandberg, Clark motion to adjourn. Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 10:55 am.

Minutes submitted by Gaylord E. Olson II, County Conservationist
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