12.19.2013 Jackson County Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee Meeting Minutes

LCAC Members present: John Curran, Larry Blaken, Ron Carney, Karen Thayer
Others present: Gaylord Olson II, Garrett Nix – Corporation Counsel, Ryan Swatek – NRCS, DeWayne Snobl – USDA – APHIS – Wildlife Services, other citizens were in attendance

Chair Ron Carney called the meeting to order at 10:00 am. 
Administrative Review of the Reclamation Plan approval for the North Star Sand, LLC and Westar Proppant, LLC sites by the Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee

Garrett Nix – County Corporation Counsel presented the LCAC with a memorandum to give them a procedural outline for the Administrative Review. He then gave further explanation of the administrative review procedure.

The first item discussed was whether to grant Cramer’s request for an extension to the review date by the LCAC.
Dan and Mary Cramer had submitted a request to the LCAC for an extension to their request to for their appeal.  The LCAC was provided with their extension request. The Corporation Counsel reviewed with the LCAC the process of granting an extension and the timeline for the review. The Corporation Counsel recommended making a decision on the extension request before proceeding.  The LCAC discussed thoughts and concerns regarding the request for adjourning the Cramer review to a later date.
Blaken, Thayer motion to deny the Cramer request for an extension to the administrative review. A roll call vote was taken – Thayer –yes, Carney –yes, Blaken-yes, Curran-yes. Motion carried.

The second item discussed was Whether it was an error for Jackson County Conservationist Gaylord Olson to conduct the public information hearing pursuant to Jackson County Ordinance s.24.51(1)(B)(2)(B) without the presence of the LCAC at the public informational hearing.
 Gaylord Olson, County Conservationist, gave an explanation of how the LCAC was aware of the current procedure for approving the reclamation plans and public informational hearing process was conducted. The County Conservationist reports directly to the LCAC and has approved all of the previous 49 reclamation plans. The other Land Conservation Department administered ordinance permits are also approved by the County Conservationist. 
Corporation Counsel then cited administrative code that described the public informational hearing process and the note referencing the ability of regulatory agency staff to conduct the public informational hearing. 
It was the opinion of Corporation Counsel that the County Conservationist can legally conduct the public informational hearing on behalf of the LCAC without them being present. The LCAC concurred with the Corporation Counsel opinion.

The third item discussed was whether the public informational hearing conducted by Gaylord Olson was conducted in accordance with Jackson County Ordinance Ch. 24.
Gaylord Olson read the statement to the LCAC that was read at the beginning of each public informational hearing explaining the procedure and protocol for each meeting. The LCAC concurred with the public informational hearing being conducted properly.

The fourth item discussed was whether the North Star Sand, LLC reclamation plan satisfied the requirements of Jackson County Ordinance Chapter 24.
The letter dated 12.6.2013 from Dan and Mary Cramer had an attachment with a list of comments from Thomas J. Reininger, P.E. regarding the Hearing held on November 6, 2013 for the North Star Sand, LLC – Nonmetallic Reclamation Plan. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each of the attachment comments were read and addressed by the County Conservationist. Some of the comments were not related to reclamation plan approval requirements and those changes he suggested were not significant enough to deny the approval of the plan and require North Star Sand LLC to resubmit a revised reclamation plan and issue another public notice and informational hearing. 
Thayer, Blaken motion to affirm the reclamation plan approval for North Star Sand, LLC by Jackson County. Motion carried unanimously. 

The fifth item discussed was whether the Westar Proppants, LLC reclamation plan satisfied the requirements of Jackson County Ordinance Ch. 24. 
The letter dated 12.6.2013 from Cecelia Kraus had an attachment with a list of comments from Thomas J. Reininger, P.E. regarding the Hearing held on November 6, 2013 for the Westar Proppant, LLC – Nonmetallic Reclamation Plan. 
Each of the attachment comments were read and addressed by the County Conservationist. Some of the comments were not related to reclamation plan approval requirements and those changes he suggested were not significant enough to deny the approval of the plan and require Westar Proppant, LLC to resubmit a revised reclamation plan and issue another public notice and informational hearing. 
Blaken, Thayer motion to affirm the reclamation plan approval for Westar Proppant, LLC by Jackson County. Motion carried unanimously.

Thayer, Curran motion to approve the November 22, 2013 LCAC monthly meeting minutes. Motion carried.

The next LCAC meeting will be held on January 24, 2014 at 10:00 am.

Wildlife Damage Claims and Abatement – DeWayne Snobl
Thayer, Blaken motion to approve the five year Cooperative Services Agreement with USDA-APHIS – Wildlife Services. Motion carried.

Natural Resources Conservation Service – Ryan Swatek
The 2014 EQIP sign-up ends tomorrow. The CSP sign-up continues through January 16, 2014. Construction is still on-going. 

Land Conservation Department – Gaylord Olson II
Blaken, Curran motion to approve the Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program cost-share agreements for Pfaff and Janke. Motion carried.

Thayer, Blaken motion to approve the Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program cost-share agreement payment for Jeff and Veronica Janke. Motion carried.

Thayer, Curran motion to approve the bills. Motion carried.

Blaken, Curran motion to adjourn. Motion carried. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:10 pm.

Minutes submitted by Gaylord E. Olson II, County Conservationist
