
Economic Development Meeting – July 20, 2026 
 
Members Present: Russell Anderson, Bill Laurent, Brian Bethke, Nicole Pettibone, Jordan 
Powell, Laine Musser, Bobby Long 
Others in attendance: Ken Pearson, Robert Crampes (Chamber), Chris Hardie (7 Rivers), Kia 
Kling (MRRPC), Ken Harwood (MRRPC), Heidi Krenz, Jim Zahasky, Kevin Kamrowski, Rebecca 
Franks, Anneliese Eddy (BRAF), Mike Lukach, Pat Burfield, Julie Schmidt, the press, and 
Melissa Windsor. 
 
Meeting called to order at 3:00 p.m. by Chairman Anderson. 
 
Next meeting date: August 17, 2026.   
 
Approval of the previous meeting minutes: Motion by Pettibone/Musser to approve.  
Approved.   
 
Those attending were introduced to Bobby Long, who will now serve as a community 
member on the committee, replacing Lynn Sedelbauer. 
 
Ken Pearson reviewed the department’s current financial/budget records with the 
committee. 
 
Economic Development and Tourism Chair Update: Chairman Anderson provided an 
update.   

Economic Development and Tourism Director Update: Ken Pearson provided an update on 
department activities. He reported that he has been assisting small businesses with 7 
Rivers Small Business Revitalization Grant applications, met with the Village of Merrillan 
regarding its TID Grant, and continues to work on broadband expansion efforts. Pearson 
also reported that the Living the Dream Carving Experience was held and received positive 
feedback. The committee discussed the availability and regulation of tourist rooming 
houses. Heidi Krenz of Jackson County Public Health was present to answer questions. 

Business Retention, Expansion, or Recruitment Spotlight: Information was presented 
regarding two local businesses. The committee heard presentations from Mike Lukach and 
Pat Burfield of L&M Mail Service and from Julie Schmidt regarding the WKBT STEM Project. 
 
Chamber of Commerce Update: Robert Crampes provided an update on Chamber activities. 
He reported that work continues on the Chamber's website, particularly the jobs page, which 
is currently the third most-viewed page after the ATV/UTV and Local Events pages. 

7 Rivers Alliance Update: Chris Hardie provided an update on 7 Rivers Alliance activities. 
He reported that 27 applications had been received for the 7 Rivers Small Business 
Revitalization Grant Program. Hardie also reported that funding has been secured for a 



Business Parks Study, which will evaluate the size and capacity of business parks in the 
region to better assist businesses seeking potential locations. 

Mississippi River Regional Planning Commission Update: Kia Kling and Ken Harwood 
provided updates and presented a Domestic Travel and Tourism Report for Jackson County. 
 
Discuss Broadband Project: Motion Pettibone/Powell approving a letter of support for 
PPCS's application to WI PSC State Broadband Expansion Project, FY 2026.   Approved.  
Motion Laurent/Musser approving the resolution for a Public Private Partnership for PPCS's 
application to the WI PSC State Broadband Expansion Project, FY 2026.   Approved.    
 
Discuss/Act ATV/UTV: Two new ATV routes have opened in Merrillan.  
 
Discuss/Act Existing Highway Facility: No discussion took place.   
 
Discuss/Act Budget Draft: A draft of the Economic Development Department's proposed 
2027 budget was presented. Discussion followed. Pearson stated that he will present the 
final budget to the committee in August before forwarding it to the Executive, Finance and 
Personnel Committee in September. 
 
Discuss/Act Fall Conference Approvals:   Motion Powell/Laurent to approve Ken Pearson’s 
attendance at the WEDC WI Summit and the WHEDA Conference: Make Housing Happen 
conferences.  Approved.   
 
Discuss/Act LaCrosse Airport (LSE) Tour:   Tabled until next month’s meeting.   
 
Education Partnership Update: Ken is working with UW Extension for an education session 
on Healthcare in the Digital Age.   This will probably take place in October.   
 
Discuss other invited guests: No discussion was held.   
 
Next Agenda Items: No agenda items were presented at this time.  
 
Motion by Powell/Laurent to adjourn at 5:15 pm.   Approved.   


