FORESTRY AND PARKS COMMITTEE 

MINUTES
April 9, 2013

The regular monthly meeting for Jackson County Forestry & Parks Department was held at 8:30am on Tuesday, April 9, 2013. Those present were: Bill Cornell, Merlin Fredrickson, Karen Thayer, Charles Jensen, Norm Stoker, Jim Zahasky, Jeremy Breheim and Ashley Stetzer.   

Bill Cornell called the regular meeting to order at 8:30am
Motion made by Norm Stoker, seconded by Charles Jensen to approve the minutes from the previous meeting. All members voted in favor.

Motion was made by Karen Thayer, seconded by Merlin Fredrickson to approve the minutes from the Special meeting held Monday, March 18. All members voted in favor.

Motion made by Karen Thayer, seconded by Merlin Fredrickson to approve the bills as presented for payment.  All members voted in favor. 

Motion to go into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat 19.85(1)(g) conferring with legal counsel about strategy regarding current or likely litigation: Jackson County v. Boone Construction made by Norm Stoker, seconded by Charles Jensen. All members voted in favor.

Motion to reconvene in opens session pursuant to Wis. Stat. 19.85(2) made by Charles Jensen, seconded by Norm Stoker. All members voted in favor.
Parks & Trails Report:

Jeremy was present to give Parks & Trails report in Jon’s absence. Currently projects in the park are behind schedule due to the weather. Jeremy is hoping to have a shower house open for turkey season hopefully by the end of the week.  Also discussed was the upcoming online auction and future maintenance of roadways at East Arbutus and Lake Wazee. The Parks Department will be working with the Jackson County Hwy Department to get the road project complete.

The tailings lease with Struck & Irwin Paving has expired and does need to be renewed. Committee tabled lease until next month, directing Jon to work out an agreement to be finalized in May.

Season staff interviews were conducted on Saturday, March 23rd. Motion was made by Norm Stoker, seconded by Charles Jensen to approve the new and returning hires.

Forestry Report:

The Committee was given 22 Timber Sales to review; these sales are to be sold on May 9, 2013 and will be awarded by the Committee on Tuesday, May 14, 2013. Motion was made by Charles Jensen to approve the sales, seconded by Karen Thayer. All members voted in favor.
Jim presented the Committee with a Resolution for the Theodore Strzok property. Motion was made by Merlin Fredrickson, seconded by Norm Stoker to approve the resolution for the purchase of this property. All members voted in favor. 
Jim then discussed applying for the Knowles/Nelson Stewardship grant to help with cost of Strzok purchase with the Committee. Motion was made by Karen Thayer to approve the application to the Knowles/Nelson Stewardship grant to help with the purchase of the Strzok Property. Motion was seconded by Charles Jensen, all members voted in favor.
An update to Timberbase was discussed. Total cost for the update is $4,000 and will improve the billing system. Last update was done over 10 years ago. Motion was made by Karen Thayer to approve the software upgrade, seconded by Merlin Fredrickson. All members voted in favor.
The Forestry Department is hiring 2 LTE employees to help with recon and invasive species management. Motion was made by Norm Stoker to approve the hires, seconded by Charles Jensen. All members voted in favor. 

A land trade proposal was brought to the Committee by Jim on behalf of Gary Mass. Mass was not interested in the County’s current proposal of a 3:1 land trade. Motion to reject the proposal was made by Merlin Fredrickson, seconded by Karen Thayer. All members voted in favor.

Motion to adjourn made by Norm Stoker , seconded by Charles Jensen. All members voted in favor.
Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 am
Next regular meeting date:  May 14, 2013 at 8:30am
These minutes will be approved at the May meeting
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