FORESTRY AND PARKS COMMITTEE 

MINUTES

June 10, 2014
The regular monthly meeting for Jackson County Forestry & Parks Department was held at 8:30am, on Tuesday, June 10, 2014. Those present were: John Chrest, Norm Stoker, Merlin Fredrickson, Karen Thayer, Jerrold Schmidt, Jim Zahasky, Jon Schweitzer and Ashley Stetzer.   

Chairman Merlin Fredrickson called the regular meeting to order at 8:30am
Motion made by John Chrest, seconded by Norm Stoker to approve the minutes from the previous meeting, all members voted in favor.
Motion made by Karen Thayer, seconded by Norman Stoker to approve the bills as presented for payment.  All members voted in favor. 

Forestry Report:
Jim informed the Committee that the parking lot at the main Forestry & Parks office on Airport road was in need of repairs and asked permission to go out for bids on chip seal coating. A motion was made by John Chrest to approve the request to solicit bids for chip seal coating. Included in that motion was a request to work with the Parks Department as well as the Highway Department to collaborate on any projects that need attention. The motion was seconded by Norman Stoker, all members voted in favor. 

Jim also requested that he go out for bids for a concrete slab in the back of the shop to reduce the wear and tear on the carpeted area in the office. A motion was made by Karen Thayer to go out for bids, seconded by Norman Stoker, all members voted in favor.

A private crossing owned by Dave Nelson has been used several times over the last few years to access timber sales. Nelson is concerned that the road is in need of crown repair due to the fact that it has been flattened and water stands in the road. The crossing goes across a 40 acre parcel and Jim estimated would need approximately $1,000.00 worth of rock and two days of dozing work to fix the issue. Nelson would also assist in the cost because it is his road. A motion was made by Karen Thayer to work with Nelson to repair the roads. The motion was seconded by John Chrest, all members voted in favor.
A letter drafted by WE Energies was reviewed in regards to appraisals that need to be completed for the pipeline agreement. WE Energies will pay for the appraisals as long as they are performed by Steigerwold. A motion was made by Karen Thayer to work with Corporation Counsel to complete the appraisals; the motion was seconded by Norman Stoker. All members voted in favor.

Parks & Trails Report:
Jon discussed with the Committee several things in the parks that were taking place including repair of pit toilet buildings that were installed in the 1970’s as well as working with Jim Olson to complete the electrical upgrade at East Arbutus. The department is also completing interviews to round out the hiring of the summer parks employees due to a staff shortage and low recruitment. Donald Houser, the Parks intern, continues to work on developing the ATV Master plan with Jon and trails are being graded on a weekly basis.

Jon discussed with the Committee communicating through social media such as facebook to keep campers updated with changes and improvements in the parks. A motion was made by John Chrest to approach the Executive and Finance Committee in regards to creating a Facebook page for the park. The motion was seconded by Karen Thayer, all members voted in favor.

A representative from the Hatfield Fire Department was present to ask permission to light the Hatfield 4th of July Fireworks off of the beach at East Arbutus. A motion was made by Karen Thayer to approve allowing the Fire Department to set of their fireworks as long as a Special Use Permit was filled out and approved by the County’s insurance company. The motion was seconded by John Chrest, all members voted in favor.
A request to install an Osprey nest at Wazee Lake County Park was brought to the Committee. A motion was made by John Chrest to approve building the nest and asked that the individuals work with the DNR wildlife biologist to determine the best location for the nest. This location will be designated and notarized to secure funding with Jackson Electrical for the donation and installation of the pole that will hold the nest. The motion was seconded by Karen Thayer, all members voted in favor. 

Jon handed out a list to the Committee regarding the 2014 seasonal parks employees. Permission to approve moving David Durni from $9.27/hour to the parks seasonal mid-point salary was made by Norman Stoker, seconded by Karen Thayer. Dave has been responsible for completing many carpentry projects with the parks and his duties go above and beyond those of a normal seasonal parks staff. All members voted in favor of the motion.

Motion to approve the remaining 2014 seasonal parks employees was made by John Chrest, seconded by Norman Stoker. All members voted in favor.

USFWS (United States Fish & Wildlife Services) is offering the County a $3,000.00 grant in exchange for habitat improvement that is done on County land for the elk project. Karen Thayer made a motion to approve the grant; the motion was seconded by Norman Stoker. All members voted in favor.

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:30am was made by Norman Stoker, seconded by John Chrest. All members voted in favor. 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:30pm
Next regular meeting date:  July 8, 2014
These minutes will be approved at the July meeting
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