FORESTRY AND PARKS COMMITTEE 

MINUTES
May 14, 2013
The regular monthly meeting for Jackson County Forestry & Parks Department was held at 8:30am on Tuesday, May 14, 2013. Those present were: Bill Cornell, Karen Thayer, Charles Jensen, Norm Stoker, Jim Zahasky, Jon Schweitzer and Ashley Stetzer.   

Bill Cornell called the regular meeting to order at 8:30am
Motion made by Norm Stoker, seconded by Karen Thayer to approve the minutes from the previous meeting. All members voted in favor.

Motion made by Karen Thayer, seconded by Charles Jensen to approve the bills as presented for payment.  All members voted in favor. 

Parks & Trails Report:

Jon talked about several things that are happening in the Park right now in preparation for Memorial Day weekend. All shower houses are up and running and Season workers have submitted their paperwork and are ready to begin. A control burn was done at the Wazee beach area and several employees from the Ho-Chunk Nation spent a day volunteering for Earth Day at Lake Wazee doing clean-up. 

Keith Cormican was present at the meeting along with several other divers from Jackson County and the surrounding areas to talk about adding items in Lake Wazee to increase dive attraction to our area.  Keith talked about an ARMY surplus of helicopters etc. that are available for something like this. Motion was made by Norm Stoker to talk to Corporation Counsel about putting objects into the lake, seconded by Charles Jensen. Committee asked that an action plan of what they would like to see go into the Lake be prepared and presented to the Committee. The Committee asked to re-visit this issue at the June meeting.
A request was made to have a concession stand in the County ATV parking lot for an ATV Poker Run that will take place in June. The proceeds from the sales would go to benefit Veterans. Motion was made by Karen to contact Corporation Counsel regarding this, seconded by Norm Stoker. All members voted in favor.

Motion was made by Karen Thayer to contact Corporation Counsel for a formal request on the status of the Boone Construction lawsuit, seconded by Norm Stoker. All members voted in favor.

Jon requested that he have permission to attend 2 meetings in Madison on Thursday, May 16. Motion was made by Karen Thayer to attend the meetings, seconded by Charles Jensen. All members voted in favor.

Jon presented to the Committee the idea of implementing beach patrol on Lake Wazee during the busy summer days. This person would not serve as a lifeguard but rather an information outlet in hopes of minimizing littering and other common problems that occur in the beach area. Beach patrol would be a current seasonal staff person and would be scheduled for that area during these times. Motion was made by Charles Jensen, seconded by Karen Thayer to establish a beach patrol at Lake Wazee, all members voted in favor.

Motion to go into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat. 19.85(1)(c) to consider employment, Promotion, compensation or performance evaluation made by Charles Jensen, seconded by Norm Stoker. All members voted in favor.

Motion made  by Charles Jensen, seconded by Karen Thayer to offer Dave Derney a position for 6 months doing the work of the trail foreman at $14.00/hour. All members voted in favor in a roll call vote.
Motion made by Charles Jensen to approve Jim Zahasky’s review as above satisfactory, seconded by Norm Stoker. All members voted in favor.

Motion to reconvene in opens session pursuant to Wis. Stat. 19.85(2) made by Norm Stoker, seconded by Karen Thayer. All members voted in favor.
Forestry Report:

Several timber sales were going to be up for extension on 6-15-13. Some of these sales had prior activity on them. Don Iverson, representing D&D Mechanized Pulping was present at the meeting to ask for a free extension due to bad winter conditions and an over-run on a previous sale that put them behind on their cutting schedule. Motion was made by Norm Stoker to allow a 1 year free extension on JC-2227 and JC-2269 because of these circumstances. New expiration date for these sales is 6-15-14. Motion was seconded by Charles Jensen, all members voted in favor.

The remaining sales, Bollig JC-2222 & JC-2229 and Delaney JC-2255, JC-2262, and JC-2268 were assessed a 5% penalty that will take affect on 6-15-13. These sales will have a new expiration date of 6-15-14. Motion to do this was made by Norm Stoker, seconded by Karen Thayer. All members voted in favor.

3 moss marshes will go out for bid in May. Motion was made to advertize the 3 sales totaling 68 acres of moss marsh by Charles Jensen, seconded by Karen Thayer. All members voted in favor.

Jim presented the Committee with a resolution regarding the $150,000 land acquisition account cap. The resolution outlined what would happen to those monies after the $150,000 amount was reached. Motion made by Charles Jensen to approve and sign the resolution, seconded by Karen Thayer. All members voted in favor.

A new computer for Ashley’s workstation was discussed. Motion was made by Norm Stoker, seconded by Karen Thayer to ahead with the new computer purchase with a 20 inch monitor. All members voted in favor.

Jim discussed previous land purchases with the Committee and talked about doing the Phase 1 assessment to check for previous dumping on these properties. Motion was made by Norm Stoker to forgo the Phase 1 land assessment on the Stoughton Truck, BCPL and Stzrok properties. Motion was seconded by Karen Thayer, all members voted in favor.

Motion to adjourn made by Norm Stoker , seconded by Charles Jensen. All members voted in favor.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:50 am
Next regular meeting date:  June 11, 2013 at 8:30am
These minutes will be approved at the June meeting
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