Economic Development Committee Meeting
September 21, 2016

Members Present: Ray Ransom, Jeff Amo, Chris Hardie, Marianne Torkelson, Nick Helstad, Keith
Bedeau, Brad Chown, Tom Chambers, Max Hart and Kyle Deno.
Members Absent: Kevin Babcock

Meeting called to order by Chairman Ransom at 5:00 p.m.
Introductions took place.

Discussion took place on the Planning process and the potential of sub-committees to bring in more
contributing members to assist in economic development for the county. A member of this committee
would lead that sub-committee.

Listing of potential facilities that would be available: Chris Hardie has been developing a listing of
potential facilities/buildings and potential uses. He currently has them on the Chambers website.

Discussion on the Development of an Economic Website — do we currently have enough if we link to
each other? Need something where information can be easily obtained but it must stay current and up
to date.

Discussion on possible funds available for expansion thru the County and City of Black River Falls.
Jointly there would be in excess of one million dollars. These are revolving funds paid back at low
interest rates.

Discussion took place on the Types of business that we need in the county. What are we missing in our
county? Low impact sports like a bike trail.

Workforce Development: Some discussion took place on our current workforce regarding their
strengths and weakness. We have several pages of help wanted ads in the local papers. The Black

River High School is holding a job fair on November 2",

Community Cash Flow Development: Ray discussed the idea of putting packages together to promote
businesses and offer specials to visitors.

Can the committee assist and grow current businesses?

Affordable Housing: Renting a home is expensive in this area. Discussion on creating a program to get
people into 1°* time home buying.

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.



