FORESTRY AND PARKS COMMITTEE
MINUTES
December 10, 2013

The regular monthly meeting for Jackson County Forestry & Parks Department was held at 8:30am, on Tuesday, December 10,
2013. Those present were: Bill Cornell, Norm Stoker, Merlin Fredrickson, Charles Jensen, Karen Thayer, Jim Zahasky, Jon
Schweitzer, Jeremy Breheim, Ashley Stetzer, County Board Chairman Dennis Eberhardt, and Keith Cormican.

Bili Cornell called the regular meeting to order at 8:30am

Motion made by Norm Stoker, seconded by Merlin Fredrickson to approve the minutes from the previous meeting, all members
voted in favor.

Motion made by Charles Jensen, seconded by Karen Thayer to approve the bills as presented for payment. All members voted in
favor.

Parks & Trails Report:

Jon presented the Committee with the monthly Parks report. Camping Revenue is up $38,000 over budget. Pop, Ice and
Firewood Revenue are also over budget by $4,000.00. Firewood cutting will begin soon, with about 50 cords of wood needing to
be cut this winter.

A new external faucet is going to be installed at West Arbutus allowing campers to fill up on site. Quotes were sent out for this
project and Semingson Plumbing was the low bid. A motion was made by Merlin Fredrickson, seconded by Norm Stoker to
approve Semingson, all members voted in favor.

Jon sent out requests to purchase a new chainsaw. Motion was made by Charles Jensen to approve the quote sent in by German
Hill Equipment of Black River Falls and go ahead with purchasing two, 372 XP chainsaws. The motion was seconded by Norm
Stoker, all members voted in favor.

Jon informed the Committee of the legal decision in regards to putting objects into Lake Wazee to promote diving and improve
fish habitat. Jon contacted the County Insurance Agency AEGIS and according to them Jackson County is covered under State
Statute 895(recreational immunity) and, according to the AEGIS attorney and our Corporation Counsel, cannot be held liable for
any accidents that could take place while diving. Jon recently sat down with Keith Cormican, owner of Wazee Dive Shop and the
Director of the Dive Unit. Keith was also present at the meeting and they talked about an action plan that they would like to go
forth with. The first step would be to contact the DNR and apply for a blanket permit that would cover putting more than one
object in the water at any given time. Keith expressed how much of a decline we have seen in diving at Wazee and also the
decrease in the fish population. Jon asked for approval to start the research process with the DNR to apply for a permit and
focusing on what to put into the water. A motion was made by Karen Thayer to research the feasibility with the DNR in regards
to this. The motion was seconded by Merlin Fredrickson, all members voted in favor.

County Residents have expressed interest in having the ability to reserve their sites a year in advance. Jeremy Breheim was
present at the meeting and discussed several considerations that need to be made before this is implemented. The decision was
made for him to look further into this and bring back a proposal for the Committee to vote on at a later time.

Forestry Report:

Bids for a new V-Plow being purchased for the Forestry Department were reviewed. A motion was made by Charles Jensen to go
ahead with the low bid on a 8.5 foot Western Plow from Michael’s Equipment out of La Crosse, WI for $5,164.00. The motion
was seconded by Merlin Fredrickson, all members voted in favor.

Jim discussed a direct timber sale on 4.75 acres of land next to a parcel owned by Wayne Hood. Because the sale is less than
$3,000 it can be sold direct. A motion as made by Merlin Fredrickson, seconded by Karen Thayer to go ahead with the direct sale
to the Logger that offers the most money. All members voted in favor.

Jim presented the Committee with an update of the Perry Creek pipeline agreement. A motion was made by Norm Stoker to
agree to a $2,000 per year contract over a 5 year period. Also, to look into a more practical set up for supplying water to the
DNR during an emergency situation. The motion was seconded by Karen Thayer, all members voted in favor.

Jim passed out a list of purchases he would like to take care of before the end of 2013. Motion was made by Charles Jensen,
seconded by Merlin Fredrickson to approve the purchases. All members voted in favor.



The Forestry Department has an opportunity to trade in their existing skid steer and purchase a new one at the rate of $6.00 an
hour. Motion was made by Norm Stoker to go ahead with the annual skid steer purchase, seconded by Norm Stoker. All
members voted in favor.

Motion to adjourn made by Charles Jensen seconded by Norm Stoker, all members voted in favor.
Meeting was adjourned at 10:50am

Next regular meeting date: January 14,2014
These minutes will be approved at the January meeting



