12.18.2014 Jackson County Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee Meeting Minutes 

Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee members present: Karen Thayer, Jerrold Schmidt, Rick Olson, Larry Blaken, Ron Carney
Others present: DeWayne Snobl, Ryan Swatek, Jim Zahasky, Diane Peterson, Gaylord Olson II 

LCAC Chair Ron Carney called the meeting to order at 8:30 am.

Olson, Thayer motion to approve the 11.20.2014 LCAC meeting minutes. Motion carried.
The next LCAC meeting will be held on Friday, January 23, 2015 at 8:30 am.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Diane Peterson, County Personnel Department Director, talked to the LCAC about revising the job description for the Engineering Specialist position and the WIPFLI market review of various county positions. The County Conservationist and Personnel Director will meet to make modifications to the position description and then have the LCAC, Personnel Committee and Executive and Finance Committee review it before resubmitting it again to WIPFLI.

Wildlife Damage Claims and Abatement Program – DeWayne Snobl
There is only one wildlife damage claim this year in Jackson County. The County Deer Advisory Committee will be making recommendations to the DNR to maintain the deer population levels in the western part of the county and to increase them in the eastern part. With the introduction of elk to Jackson County in 2015 the Committee will have the potential to be involved in damage claims due to elk.

Natural Resource Conservation Service – Ryan Swatek
The NRCS has been involved in reviewing converted wetland violations. The Conservation Stewardship Program has had many re-enrollments from the initial group of participants. Cover crop seeding was successful for those that were able to seed earlier in the fall. 

Jackson County Forestry and Parks – Jim Zahasky
Jim presented the recent bids on county forest woodlands. Markets have been good. A wet summer and wood shortages due to the winter last year have contributed to some species being in shorter supply for mills.

Land Conservation Department – Gaylord Olson II
Thayer, Blaken motion to approve the requests for Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program cost-share agreement extensions as presented by the Land Conservation Department and forward them to WI-DATCP for extension approval before December 31, 2014. Motion carried.

Thayer, Olson motion to approve the Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program cost-share agreements for Kostohyrz and Janke. Motion carried.

Blaken, Olson motion to approve the Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program cost-share agreement payments for Kostohyrz, Kling and Kling Cedar Lane Farms. Motion carried. 
Blaken, Thayer motion to approve the bills. Motion carried.

Olson, Blaken motion to adjourn. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 10:40 am.
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