11.17.2015 Jackson County Land Conservation and Agriculture Committee Meeting minutes

LCAC Members present: Jerrold Schmidt, Hoyt Strandberg, Rick Olson, Larry Blaken, Ron Carney

Others Present: Cindy Koperski, Trisha Wagner, Mike Goehring, Gaylord Olson II 

LCAC Chair Ron Carney called the meeting to order at 8:30 am.
Strandberg, Olson motion to approve the October 22, 2015 LCAC meeting minutes. Motion carried.
The next LCAC meeting will be held on Thursday, December 17, 2015 at 8:30 am. 

UWEX – Trisha Wagner
Trisha has been working on 2016 programs. She has been receiving calls and questions about land rental agreements. The reductions in crop prices and milk prices have been causing farmers to re-evaluate their operations for efficiency. 

Land Conservation Department – Gaylord Olson II
Blaken, Strandberg motion to approve the County Conservation Cost-Share Program cost-share agreements for Dryak and Anderson. Motion carried.
Olson, Blaken motion to approve the County Conservation Cost-Share Program cost-share agreement payments for Walske, Wensel, Kling and Antal. Motion carried.
Strandberg, Olson motion to approve the Land and Water Resource Management Plan Program cost-share payment for Janke. Motion carried.

Cindy Koperski, DNR Runoff Management Specialist, discussed her role and interaction with the county Land Conservation Departments. She presented information regarding animal waste in comparison with human waste. The phosphorous levels leaving municipal waste treatment facilities are being lowered which could cause significant capital expenditures for improvements or upgrades for those facilities. There are possible solutions such as pollutant trading and statewide phosphorous variances being proposed. 

Strandberg, Olson motion to approve the changes to the Land Conservation Department Engineering Specialist position description and it to be forward to the Personnel and Bargaining Committee for approval. Motion carried.

Olson, Blaken motion to approve the bills. Motion carried.
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Meeting adjourned at 10:45 am. 
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