January 1, 2008
To:

All Motorcycle Riders

From:

Jackson County Forestry and Parks

RE:

ATV Trails Closed to off-road motorcycle use effective 1/1/08

Due to the following reasons, Jackson County has been forced to close its ATV trails to off-road motorcycle use. The single track enduro trails will remain open to off-road motorcycle use. Please read the following reasons for the closure, and the proposed new rules pertaining to operation of a motorcycle on County owned lands.
JUSTIFICATION OF RULE CHANGES

1. Off-road motorcycles are not allowed to use any public highways that have been designated as ATV routes. There are no statutory provisions to allow this, and local law enforcement has taken issue with the danger to other motor vehicles using the roadways.

2. There are no statutory provisions to prevent or deter intoxicated use of an off-road motorcycle on the public trails.

3. There is currently no mandatory safety education program in place to address off-road motorcycle use. This creates safety concerns for all users on the public trail, including those ATV operators where safety training is mandatory.

PROPOSED RULES FOR OPERATION OF DUAL-SPORT MOTORCYCLES ON ATV TRAILS IN JACKSON COUNTY:
1. All dual sport (street legal) motorcycles must have a County use sticker affixed to the motorcycle prior to operating on the ATV or single track motorcycle trail

2. ALL operators of dual sport (street legal) motorcycles on the ATV trail MUST have a valid motor vehicle operator’s license and carry it with them while operating.

3. Dual sport motorcycles must have an “unmodified” factory exhaust installed on the motorcycle. 
4. Intoxicated use is prohibited and will be enforceable under new ordinance language

5. Use of a DOT approved helmet is mandatory.

PROPOSED RULES FOR OPERATION OF ALL MOTORCYCLES USING SINGLE TRACK MOTORCYCLE TRAILS IN JACKSON COUNTY:

1. All motorcycles using the single track trails are required to purchase a county use sticker prior to operating on the trail system.

2. All operators must be at least 12 years of age.

3. All motorcycles shall have a US Forest Service approved spark arrestor installed and may not emit noise levels >96 dB as measured using an SAE approved sound test.
4. Intoxicated use is prohibited and will be enforceable under new ordinance language

5. Use of a DOT approved helmet is mandatory.

We realize that these changes will not be popular with some operators, however, State Law is very specific regarding the use of public highways. Our ATV trails incorporate routes on public highways which are the least desirable yet the only alternative in some cases.

Please do not inundate our office with phone calls, e-mails and letters expressing your dissatisfaction with the changes. I would rather suggest you channel your efforts toward lobbying for changes to the existing State laws which restrict the use of off-highway motorcycles in Wisconsin.

